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A fantastic weekend for University of Toronto Faculty of Music grads at the
Juno Awards!

Album of the Year Awards

Congratulations to Sammy Jackson on winning the Vocal Jazz Album of the
Year award for With You. And congratulations to Ensemble Made In Canada -
with grads Dr. Angela Park, Elissa Lee, and Rachel Mercer - on winning the
Classical Album of the Year: Solo or Chamber award for Mosaïque. The
recording features the compositions of many music grads.

In the fall of 2020, Sammy Jackson spoke with current student Sami Anguaya
about the birth of With You, her creative process, and the spirit of collaboration

Music grads take home Album
of the Year & Teacher of the

Year awards at the 2021
JUNOS
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behind the album. Check out the interview with Sammy Jackson in Moments &
Outcomes.

To hear the Juno Award-winning albums With You and Mosaïque:

With You 
Mosaïque 

MusiCounts Teacher of the Year Award

Hearty congratulations to grad Dr. Mary Piercey-Lewis on being named the
2021 MusiCounts Teacher of the Year! As noted on musicounts.ca, "The
MusiCounts Teacher of the Year Award (MTOY) was established in 2005 to
recognize and honour an exceptional Canadian music teacher each
year." Read about Dr. Piercey-Lewis.
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2021 JUNO Winning Jazz-Pop Artist Sammy
Jackson Sings Regret So Sweet in “What Is There
To Say?”
Jul 24, 2021
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Fresh off the sweet success of her first time win for Vocal Jazz Album of the Year at the

2021 JUNO Awards, St. Catharines, ON Jazz-Pop R&B singer-songwriter Sammy Jackson

arrives with her rapturous new single, “What Is There To Say?” — available now.

Further exemplifying her distinct sound that smoothly melds elements of jazz, R&B and pop,

“What Is There To Say?” showcases the celebrated Jamaican-Canadian vocalist and

songwriter in top form; it’s the perfect happy-sad song with Jackson delivering an achingly

beautiful lament of pain and uncertainty juxtaposed with an instrumental melody that

evokes warmth and contentment.

Drive me crazy or make me sad 

I just want to forget what we had

“‘What Is There To Say’ is about a relationship ending and not knowing what the future

holds,” Jackson notes. “The lyrics illustrate a feeling of sadness and regret while the

harmonic progression conveys a feeling of hope and a new beginning.”

On June 5th, 2021, Sammy Jackson took home the JUNO Award for Vocal Jazz Album of the

Year for her sophomore EP, With You. She won the honour over a field of superbly talented,

established peers including Diana Krall, Laila Biali, Matt Dusk, and Sophie Day. “I am truly

humbled and honoured to receive this award,” Jackson says of her reaction. “Thank you to

everyone involved in this project, and everyone who has believed in me throughout this

journey. I would not be here without you.”

Following up her debut release, 2016’s Take Me Back, the JUNO winning With You features

all-original compositions in collaboration with vocalist and songwriter Jacqueline Teh, as well

as Tom Fleming (guitar), Chris Pruden (piano), Mark Godfrey (bass), and Ian Wright

(drums). The project was funded by FACTOR and the Ontario Arts Council.

As heard and seen on JAZZ.FM91’s One-Stop Jazz Safari, Glenn Gould Studio, The Rex Hotel

Jazz and Blues Bar, Luminato, TIFF Bell Lightbox, and more, Sammy Jackson has also

shared the stage with the likes of Barbra Lica, Robi Botos, Rich Brown, and Larnell Lewis, to

name a few.

In addition to gathering performing experience, Jackson pursued a formal education in

music, earning a Bachelor of Music in Performance degree from the University of Toronto,

studying with accomplished vocalists including Alex Samaras, Christine Duncan and Sienna

Dahlen.

With her first JUNO Award on her mantle and certainly many more accolades to be won,

there will be plenty to say about Sammy Jackson’s artistry in the years to come.

“What Is There To Say?” and With You are both available now.

 



8/8/2021 5 first-time Juno nominees that you need to be paying attention to | CBC Music

https://www.cbc.ca/music/junos/features/5-first-time-juno-nominees-that-you-need-to-be-paying-attention-to-1.6025355 1/5

Features

5 first-time Juno nominees that you need to be paying
attention to

The future of Canadian music is looking bright thanks to the emergence of these Juno

newcomers

Melody Lau · CBC Music · Posted: May 18, 2021 9:00 AM ET | Last Updated: May 25

Sign In
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From left: Sammy Jackson (vocal jazz album of the year), Curtis Waters ( Juno Fan Choice Award, breakthrough
artist of the year, alternative album of the year) and Savannah Ré (contemporary R&B recording of the year,
traditional R&B/soul recording of the year) are all first-time nominees at the 2021 Juno Awards. (Vanessa Paxton,
Curtis Waters/Facebook, Savannah Ré/Facebook; graphic by CBC Music)

Every year, the biggest names in music often dominate with the most award nominations. In

the case of this year's Juno Awards, superstar the Weeknd leads with six nominations. But

under that lies a group of exciting newcomers waiting to be discovered, artists who blew up

this year with a hit song or album, or acts who may have been around for a while but are only

gaining recognition now.

The Weeknd, JP Saxe, Jessie Reyez and Justin Bieber lead 2021 Juno Award

nominations

To help you get to know some of this year's first-time nominees better, CBC Music is

highlighting five artists that we think you should check out now before they become the next

big Canadian export.

Which first-time Juno nominee are you rooting for? Share with us @CBCMusic.  

Curtis Waters 

Nepali-Canadian artist Curtis Waters leads this year's pack of young nominees who have found

success on star-making platform TikTok. (Others include Tate McRae and Powfu.) Waters, who

was born in Nepal and relocated to Calgary at the age of 10, broke out last year when his song

"Stunnin'" became a viral hit, stretching beyond TikTok and into streaming playlists and radio

airwaves. That single, a swaggering pop-rap anthem that Rolling Stone described as "Will

Smith's 'Miami' remade for the TikTok generation," has since gone gold in the U.S. and double

platinum in Canada.

While his subsequent singles haven't reached the same heights as "Stunnin'," Waters has

proven that he has the songs and business savvy to build a long career ahead. His 2020 debut

album, Pity Party, is an eclectic mix of genre-bending sounds, from the pop-rock guitars on
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"Freckles" to light funk of "Doodoodoo." He even recently teamed up with fellow TikToker

ElyOtto on the hyperpop remix of his hit "SugarCrash!" At just 21 years of age, we can't wait to

see what Waters does next. 

 

Sammy Jackson 

Even though Sammy Jackson is up for vocal jazz album of the year for her sophomore EP, With

You, the St. Catharines, Ont., artist's music is more of a combination of sounds and influences

that fuse jazz with R&B and pop. Borrowing subtle vocal techniques from Beyoncé and Mariah

Carey, Jackson eschews dramatic flairs for quieter moments of beauty and vulnerability. On

"Past Tense," she opens up about romantic insecurities, and the fluttering title track leaves the

EP on an open-ended happily ever after, where Jackson admits, "Maybe we'll get lost/ but what

we might find/ will be more than what we came for." 

Discover Sammy Jackson's honest blend of jazz, R&B and pop

 

Terry Uyarak 

The Indigenous renaissance continues with the gorgeous acoustic stylings of Igloolik, Nunavut,

songwriter Terry Uyarak. Last fall, Uyarak released his debut album, Nunarjua Insulinginniani

(produced by the Besnard Lakes' Jace Lasek), which translates to "before the world ends." It can

be read as a reference to many things such as its release in the midst of a worldwide

pandemic. But it also refers to Uyarak's own journey as a self-taught musician of over a decade

and the feat of releasing an album in general, something that is not guaranteed to all artists,

especially in Nunavut where there's a robust scene of musicians coming up but an

infrastructure that is still growing and developing. Earlier this year, Uyarak told CBC Music, of

the album title: "If I could do it, before the world ends, anyone can do it." 

Lose yourself in the stirring guitar songs of Igloolik musician Terry Uyarak

 

Savannah Ré



8/8/2021 5 first-time Juno nominees that you need to be paying attention to | CBC Music

https://www.cbc.ca/music/junos/features/5-first-time-juno-nominees-that-you-need-to-be-paying-attention-to-1.6025355 4/5

This is the first year the Juno Awards split up their R&B category into two: traditional and

contemporary. Savannah Ré not only scored her first nominations this year, but she also made

history by landing nominations in both those categories. "Solid," a guitar-led track where Ré

pleads to a love one, "I don't need no frills/ just need your heart," is up for traditional R&B

recording of the year, while the Boi-1da and Allen Ritter-produced "Where You Are" finds her

nominated alongside the Weeknd, Jessie Reyez — the latter for whom she opened on tour — in

contemporary R&B recording of the year. Signed to Boi-1da's 1Music label and having written

with artists like Babyface, Normani and Wondagurl, Ré has quickly built a powerful network of

collaborators in a short amount of time. At this rate, chances are she'll continue to dominate all

corners of the R&B sphere in the years to come. 

Manila Grey 

While Toronto remains the hip-hop capital of Canada, other regions have emerged with their

own burgeoning scenes in the past few years. (To learn more about these scenes, you can

check out CBC Music's Beyond the 6 feature series.) Out in Vancouver, Filipino-Canadian duo

Manila Grey (made up of members Neeko and Soliven) are fusing their Southeast Asian culture

with infectious R&B and hip hop-inspired hazy dreamscapes. They are up for breakthrough

group of the year at the Junos, but they've been gradually building up a strong following and

community of artists and collaborators in B.C. since they formed in 2016. In the interim years,

they've even played sold-out concerts across Canada as well as in Asia.

In March, they released their second full-length, No Saints on Knight Street. In an interview with

Complex, Soliven explained the reason behind the album title: "We're going for that Knight

Rider sound. That's very Vancouver to us. We're always on Knight Street since that's the

connector from Richmond. We realized driving down that street at high speeds is a whole vibe.

Like this should be the sound of Vancouver."  

 

Tune in to the 50th annual Juno Awards live on June 6 at 8 p.m. ET/5 p.m. PT on CBC TV, CBC

Gem, CBC Radio One, CBC Music, CBC Listen, globally on cbcmusic.ca/junos and live streamed

on CBC Music's TikTok, Facebook, YouTube and Twitter pages. 
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Local artist Sammy Jackson explores modern jazz with a
pop twist in new EP

Set as My Local news
By Bryan Levesque, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter Grimsby Lincoln News

Mon., Oct. 5, 2020 ȶ4 min. readZ

Ever since she was a little girl, singing Mariah Carey and Destiny’s Child songs in the car, Sammy Jackson knew she had a future in

music.

Now, the St. Catharines-based jazz singer is releasing her second EP entitled, “With You,” comprised of five original songs exploring

love, loss, and vulnerability.

The EP, funded by the Ontario Arts Council and FACTOR, was released Sept. 14, and penned entirely by Jackson and her co-writers

over the past year.

The St. Catharines singer’s latest work also includes the new single, “Past Tense.”

Jackson began her musical journey at a young age. The 29-year-old was born in Toronto to a musical family with a father who also

grew up singing, and said music was a constant presence in the house as a kid.

“I just kind of grew up around music. My parents would play music in the house, my dad use to sing as well when he was younger. It

was just something I was naturally drawn to. If we were driving in the car, I would be singing along to the radio.”

Hoping to develop her talents further, Jackson enrolled at the University of Toronto, where she earned a BA in vocal performance.

It was during her university years that Jackson said she was first exposed to jazz, and where the styles and traditions of jazz music

really began to shape her voice as an artist.

“I think that is mostly because of my education,” she said. “I had gone to the program and was heavily invested in learning the

stylistic features of jazz. That is kind of where I really learned to write music. I wasn’t really writing songs much prior to that.”

Jackson’s debut EP, entitled “Take Me Back,” was released in 2016, just three years after Jackson graduated from university. It was a

major milestone for the new artist, but one that also came with some reservations.

Jackson said after the release of her 2016 EP, she decided to take a step back from music, to grow and explore other opportunities.

But it wasn’t before long that the music came calling back.

“I was still exploring my style. I wasn’t actually sure of myself at that time, and as the years have gone by, I was always drawn back to

the music.”

Jackson’s latest release is her first recorded and mastered at a professional studio, with work at Revolution Records in Toronto

beginning August 2019 and wrapping up in March 2020.

For Jackson, the three-year hiatus meant new inspiration, and new music. “With You” features a more mature sound that

incorporates influences across pop and R&B, tones which are elegantly woven into Jackson’s jazz roots and style — something the

singer says is the foundation of all her music.

CANADA
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YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN...

“I would say everything starts from a jazz perspective, but I still love pop and R&B. So, I would say a lot of my melodic influences,

and lyrical content comes from the pop side, but then when it comes to harmony and coming up with chords, it might incorporate

improvisation. I kind of like to meld the two together.”

Jackson said she is a part of the creative process from start to finish, and has a hand in crafting both the music and the lyrics to all her

songs.

Often beginning at a piano, Jackson said it’s the music that eventually become the melody and the lyrics.

“Typically what I will do is sit down at the piano, and just play chords and see what fits. I will come up with a four-chord cycle, and

then place a melody on top. The lyrics usually come after. I don’t really write them at the same time.”

While the lyrics of “With You” tell the story of Jackson’s personal story over the past several years, and include themes, of the love,

heart break, and loss of young adulthood, the one unifying characteristic in her voice as an artist is authenticity.

Jackson said in the end, her goal as a songwriter is crafting the words and music that embody honest storytelling, straight from the

heart.

“The things I strive to do as an artist is to be honest, and being my authentic self. I think in music there is this pressure a lot of times

to be somebody that you are not. I like to be true to myself and present myself in a way that is authentic and honest.”

While the ongoing pandemic has hit the arts community hard and put an end to live shows for the foreseeable future, Jackson said

she still finds ways to keep audiences engaged, and grow creatively herself, whether it is through social media or new online avenues.

Over the coming years, Jackson said she hopes to keep writing new music, with the goal of releasing her first full length album.

ENTERTAINMENT OPINION

Kellyanne Conway’s daughter Claudia is raising doubts about Donald Trump’s health
and proving this presidency is sick
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Discover Sammy Jackson's honest blend of jazz, R&B and
pop

The rising artist writes compelling songs that explore vulnerability, love and relationships

CBC Music · CBC Music · Posted: Jan 13, 2021 11:59 AM ET | Last Updated: January 13

Sammy Jackson is a musician based in St Catharines Ontario. She’s a jazz singer who brings

pop and R&B influences into songs that explore vulnerability, love and relationships. 12:55

Sign In

Sammy Jackson Live Performance + Interview | The Intro

7 months ago | 12:55
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S ammy Jackson takes a trip With You on her sophomore EP, which
the St. Catharines jazz/R&B singer-songwriter shared HERE in October.
Today, Jackson takes a trip through my silly questions. See if she’s still
with us by the end of the proceedings:

 

 

Introduce yourself: Name, age (feel free to lie), home base, other details you’d like to

share (height, weight, identifying marks, astrology sign, your choice). 

My name is Sammy Jackson. I’m a Jazz-Pop R&B singer-songwriter currently residing in St.

Catharines, Ont. I studied at the University of Toronto, earning a Bachelor of Music in

Performance with a specialization in Jazz Voice. I’m also a music educator that loves sharing my

knowledge of music with others.

What is your musical origin story? 

I’ve been singing for as long as I can remember. I grew up with my mom playing music by artists like

Celine Dion, TLC, Toni Braxton, Rod Stewart and more. As a child, I would set aside time in my

room to sing into a hair brush, emulating vocalists such as Mariah Carey, Christina Aguilera and

Beyoncé. I loved singing around the house but was very shy to sing in front of others until gathering

the courage to audition for my middle school’s talent show. That is when I knew wanted to be a

musician.

What do we need to know about your latest project? 

My latest project is a five-track EP entitled With You, which was graciously funded by the Ontario

Arts Council and FACTOR. It features all original compositions in collaboration with vocalist and

songwriter Jacqueline Teh. This project showcases music that is honest and relatable while

exploring themes of vulnerability, broken relationships, and love. Additionally, With You features

some of Canada’s most outstanding musicians, including Tom Fleming (guitar), Chris Pruden

(piano), Mark Godfrey (bass) and Ian Wright (drums).

What truly sets you apart from other artists? 

As an artist, authenticity is very important to me. I present myself and my music in a way that is

honest to who I am as a person.

What will I learn or how will my life improve by listening to your music? 

I think you would learn about personal events that took place in my life and I hope you would be able
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to form connection with the music. I always try to write music that is interesting sonically and can

evoke emotion from listeners.

Tell us about the first song you wrote. 

As a child, I enjoyed writing new lyrics and melodies to instrumentals of popular songs. However, I

wrote my first song the summer after my first year of university. It was a ballad and in the key of C

with cliché lyrics. I never performed it as I was still getting a handle on songwriting and the process

of putting a song together but I was excited because the mystery of songwriting was a bit more

clear.

What is the best / strangest / most memorable performance you gave? 

My strangest but most memorable performance was my most recent show at the Jazz Bistro in

Toronto. It was strange because it was my first show with all of the new regulations surrounding

Covid-19. There was a limit on how many people were in the audience, we had plexiglass in front of

us and we wore masks during our soundcheck. On the other hand, it was memorable because it had

been the first in over a year that I had performed with my full band and I felt like the tunes I sang

were authentic to who I am as an artist. On top of all of that, I performed for the first time while six

months pregnant which also presented it’s own set of challenges. All in all it made for a great night.

What is the best performance you’ve seen another artist give? 

The best performance I’ve seen another artist give was definitely when I saw Beyoncé and Jay-Z at

the New Era Field in Buffalo, NY. For whatever reason, I never thought that I would ever get the

opportunity to see Beyoncé live but my husband surprised me with tickets. I enjoyed it on so many

levels, from the energy in the crowd to Beyoncé’s performance. I left feeling inspired to work on my

own music.

What do you want to be doing in 10 years? 

In 10 years, I hope to still be writing music, putting out albums, performing and teaching privately.

In addition to that, I hope to be raising my family with my husband and enjoying a simple life.

What living or dead artists would you collaborate with if you could? 

If I could, it would be an absolute pleasure to collaborate with Lianne La Havas. She’s an incredible

singer-songwriter and guitarist who’s music I really connect with. I especially love her arrangements

where she sings and plays guitar. I typically include a few of her tunes in my sets when I perform.

What artist or style of music do you love that would surprise people? 

I honestly love a good variety which include of course Jazz, R&B, Pop, and Classical etc. People might

be surprised to know that I do enjoy a good country tune here and there!
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What are your favourite songs / albums / artists right now? 

I’m a fan of artists who create an album that has a cohesive sound and sense of direction. I’m really

enjoying Tori Kelly’s new EP, specifically the songs Don’t Take Me Home and Glad. I’m also listening

to Lianne La Havas’ newest album. I love every song on there but I’ve definitely had Weird Fishes,

Can’t Fight and Courage on repeat.

What do you drive and why?

I currently drive a black 2013 Honda Civic. I would love to tell a great story about it but truth is I’m

fortunate to have a great mom who bought it for me after completing university.

What skills — useful or useless — do you have outside of music? 

A lot of people would be surprised to know that I actually completed an Honours Bachelor of Arts

in Linguistics and Spanish in addition to my music degree. At the time, I was really passionate

about becoming a speech-language pathologist, so I spent a lot of time studying language and its

structure. This has actually been pretty useful when teaching voice lessons as a lot of concepts cross

over.

What do you collect?  

I’ve been know to have a bit of an obsession with objects that are clear — specifically things that

would normally be opaque like coffee mugs, tables, shoes and many other things.

If I had a potluck, what would you bring? 

I would definitely bring Jerk Chicken that I cooked authentically in a drum. With my parents being

Jamaican, this was one of my favourite dishes growing up and everyone who tries it seems to love it!

What current trend or popular thing do you not understand at all? 

TikTok. I’m always a month late by the time I’ve learned the latest dance.

Tell us about your current and/or former pets. 

Growing up, my mom’s idea of an indoor pet was a fish. Now that I am on my own, my husband and

I own cat named Coco that we sort of rescued or adopted, as he was already living on the property

when we moved in. We never really considered ourselves cat lovers but he has fully converted us!

He’s primarily an outdoor cat but comes inside to eat, get treats, and warm up when the weather

gets cold.

If you could have any other job besides music, what would it be and why? 

I would love be a yoga instructor or a naturopath. I find the idea of healing yourself through

movement and natural remedies fascinating and have found each very beneficial in my life.
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What’s the best advice you were ever given? 

The best advice I’ve been given is to focus on the things that you are good at. I used to be the type

of person who wanted to do multiple things all at the same but I’ve realized that when you stretch

yourself thin across multiple skills, you don’t master any of them.

Watch her videos above, listen to her EP below, and connect with Sammy Jackson on her website,

Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.


